last evening. this time In the most brutal
manner. The desperate man I being
rded by two men, but in their momen-
absence attemptefl to butt his brains
out on the stone walls and tried to tear the
bandages from his throat with the object of
tearing open the wounds, made Thursday
with a razor. Smith has well-connected
parents at Washington . H., O, and waus
serving a ten years' sentence Tor robbery
when he escaped. He will have over five
rears of solitary confinement on his return,
fe is a desperate crook and prizefighter,
having tralned "Kid" Reed for a light at
Alexandria, five yeurs ago. and he onee ap-
ared in the ring with “"Dan"™ Balliff, i
uncie.

Dog Fight and Cock Fight at Elwood.
Bpecial to the Indianapolis Journal

EL.WOOD, Ind., Jan. 17.—At an early
hour this morning a crowd of sports as-
sembled at the fair grounds, north of this
eity, and prepared a ringside for a dog
fight, and a big cocking main, which was
pullu.l off about 2 o'¢lock . m. The dog
light was between ““Tug Wilson," of this
city. and "Beauty,” of Chicago, and wuas
for & purse of $40. The dogs nud a bloody
fight of almo=t two hours' duration, which
resulted in Tug Wilson killing the other
dog and ending the tight. Then followed
the cock fight, for a purse of $200. This was
won by the Elwood bird after a flerce con-
test,

Mrs., Sue Zeek Paralyzed,

Special to the Indianapolis Journal

WINDFALL, Ind., Jan. 17.—-Mrs. Sue
Zeek, widow of Capt. F. 8. Zeek, late of
this place, now decveased, was stricken
Wednesday with paralysis, since which time
she has remained unconscious, The patient
Is gradually growing worse and can live
but a short time. Mrs. Zeek is a prominent
member of the Rebekah Order and the W,

C. of tnis place.

ot in the Wrong louse.
Epecial to the Indianapolis Journal,

BLOOMINGTON, Ind, Jan. 1T

early hour this morning Harry

young man, in an effort to reach hizs home
while intoxicated entered the home of Tim-
othy Monahon. A fight oceurred in which
Massy was shot four times and Monahon
was dangerously stabbed. It is not believed
that Massy will recover.

Indiana Notes.

The Blackford County Bank, of Hartford
City has elected the following oificers: W.
B. Cooley, president: . W. Cole, vice pres.
fdent; A. G. Lupton. cashier; J. A. New-
baurer, assistan!t ca=hier.

The damage sult of M. A. Mitchell against
the Lake Erie & Western Rallway at Ko-
komo, resulted in a verdiet for $114.
Mitchell sued for injuries received by fali-
ing into a cinder pit,

Willinm Caynor, the tall suspect arrested
in linels and charged with the murder of
Druggist Counts at Heelsville, was taken to
Greencastle Sunday and placed in jail with
Gray, the other suspect. His preifiminary
trial will probably be held this week.

-At an

Massy., a

THE WORK SUMMED L.

Indianapolis Yonecy Conference Haws
Done n Publie Service.
New York Post.

Altogether the conference may be con-
sidered a great suceess, exceoding the ex-
pectations of those who inltiated it. So
far as the declaration of prineiples is con-
cerned thers was absolute unanimity, the
expression of which was marked by the
greatest enthusiasm. The maintenance of
the gold standard and the redemption and
retirement of the government's legal-ten-
der notes and their renlacement by bank
noies were the three points of doetrine
which brought the delegates together on
& common platform, ‘The unanimity of
the conference on these points teaches the
Important lessen that the men of affairs
fn the 'nited States have made up their
minds on these subjects, that their con
clusions have been the result of experience,
and that they are now prepared o battle
for the policy that they believe Lo be nec-
esary to prosperity in business, Inasmuch
as this conference was a spontancous gath-
ertng. being a= far as possible removed
from a put-up job, and having no conceiv-
able object except the publie weal, its ac-
tion must have u wide and beneficial Influ-
ence. It is a part of the programme also
to push the work so happily begun, by
means of a permanent organization em-
bracing the whole country, and not to de-
gist until the currency guestion is settled
on a basis conformuable to the experience
of the etvilized world,

The mode of procedure adopied in this
fmportant undertaking was evidently the
result of a compromise between two op-
posing views of policy. One of these con-
templated the immediate appolntment of a
commission by the conference 1itself to in-
vestigate and report a plan of currency
reform. The other proposed to ask Con-
gress to pass o hill for the appointment of
such a commis=ion by the President. The
plan actually adopted provides for both—
that is, it will memorialize Congress, at
the session which is o-_\’]rc"'l"d ta bhe ealled
in March, to provide for the appointment
of sucrh a commssion, (abing which the
executive committee of the conference shall
appoint one consisting of eleven members
*“to make a thorough investigation of the
monetary affairs and needs of this country
in all rejations and aspects, amd to make
appropriate suggestions as to any  evils
found to exist and the remedies pherefor:
amnd no limit = placed upon the =cope of
such inquiry or the manner of conducting
the same. excepting only that the expenses
thereof shall not excered the sums el apart
for such purpose by the executive commit-
tee.”

Conpgres=mauan Walker, chalirman of the
House committee on banking and currency,
opposed Lhis plan involving too much
delay. He thought that the preseant Con-
gZress ought to take the initial step because,
if It were postponed 1o the Fifiyv-tifth Con-
gress, it would be practically
o ithe Fiftv-sixth, "The newer 1o this is
that nothing prevents the present Con-
gEress jrom acting on the jines suggested
and that Mr. Walker is the very man to
st the ball rolling. He is the organ of the
vomnmittes that has this matter in charge.
If Fe can induce the present Congress to
takea such action. we shall applaudg him to
the echo and we think we might =safely
guarantes that no objection would be
raised by any member of the Indianapc'ls
committee,

Mr. Fowler, of New Jersey
a vcommittes of one from vach State should
be appointed to co-operate with the com-
mittees of Congress in the preparation
needful measures, This wag rejected sinee
It was belleved to be impracticabie to con-
sthiute a working committiee in that way.
Although Mr. Fowler's motion was not
agreed to, he wan the hearty applause of
the convention for his speech, which seems
fo have been of upcomnion oxcellonce. He
sald that national bankruptey would some
day befall us unless the government should
£0 on and assume the fenctions of a bank
of discount ax well as # bank of issue. or
should provide o svstem of taxation with
gpecied reference to the gold reserve, or
ghould retire the demuand notes altogether
amwd leave the banking business to the
banks exclusively, The intter he contended
was the only safe policy. Government notes
were not only the most hagardous but the
most expensive kind of curreney.

This i= & proposition which is very likely
to be disputed, it what are the facts™ S.mn-
Ply these, that the government suspended
payment on its demamnd notes for seventeen
voars In successlon, whereas in not mors
than four of these, If anv. could su=pension
be accounted necessary, On the other hand,
the longest bunk suspension tiu
ever experienced was only four vears, and
even that was precipitated by ithe govern-
ment fiself., Mr. Fowler s proposition can
be easily maintained. The government
Hable to suspemnd ut any time It
have suspemnded two or three
IS68 but for the lucky discovery
the statute bocks which Uonzr
now have passed. In other
credit of the
ed upon any Congress that we have had in
recent vears, It could not have been
tiined. We should bave been bankrupt
fore now and wallowing in free silver and
frredeemable paper.

New Paint in Liguor Legisiation.
New York Evening Post.

The Massachusetts law limiting lquor
Heenses to one for every one thousand in-
hablitants has been declared constitytional.
It was attacked on the ground that it, in
effect, gives 1o the proprietors of Heensod
places unequal advantages ard pecullar andg
exclusive privileges, and =0 conflicts with
the State Constitution and with Artiele 4
of the amendments of the United
Constitution The Bupreme Court upheld
the law as being a reacsonable exereise of
the police power of the State. It is
late,” the court =ald, *“to question the
villdity of such statutes. This one does not
differ In substance from any statute which
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forbids the carrying on of a trade or busi- |

ness or the exercise of a profession by other
than licensed persons, Buch statutes are up-
h"ld I_nu';u_;hv lt‘l‘ f‘w--’l:“:!lq l':i'||]~itln uf un-
Heensed persons s not designed 1o confer
on these who are llcensed an exclusive hen-
efit, privilege or right, and wnere that re-
sult does fellow it s merely the collateral
and Incldental elfect of provisions enacted
polely with a view to secure the welfare
of the community.”
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BUSINESS IN 1879 AND 1897

L 2

SOME OF THE POINTS OF RESEM-
BLANCE IN THE TWO YEARS.

*

Doahbt and [ neertainty in the Re-

sumption Year—The Real Change
Not Witnessed Before July.

[ 3

New York Evening Post,

There certain points
commercial and industrial
have suggested analogles with 1870, Among
these points may be mentioned the fact
that in 1806, as in INK, the balance of for-
eign trade was enormously heavy in
favor: that the steady outflow of gold has
been succeeded by a rather continuous in-
flcw; that the wheat crop has proved dell-
cient in foreign while
heavy in this country, and that the vote ai
the fal! elections, in iLs L E
strongly confirmatory of a sound-money
slandard for our currency.

These analogles are sufficlent to
that the situation does bvar some strong
points of resembilance. Eighteen hundred
and seventy-nine was a memorable year in
the financial and commercial history of this
couniry. It is remembered not only as the
vear of specie resumption, but as a period
when prosperity returned in a filbod to the
United States, after five years of dull and
stagnant trade, In the fact that the pres-
ent year follows anowser such period of
liquidation, the comparison of 187 is inter-
esting. The year 1887 has, however, opencd
s0 disappointingly in nearly all branches of
trade that the mere comparison with 159
has been discouraging to business men,
Most people suppose, in a general way,
that the nation’'s commercial prosperity,
vighteen years ago, began immediately on
the first of January, when specie payments
were by law resumed. Such peopie appear
to have expected precisely such a return
of irade-prosperity immediately after the
sound-money vote of last November,
Everybody knows how far such expecta-
tions have been disappointed as applied to
IS, It is not generally known, however,
that the disappointment was equally great
during the opening months of 1879,

After the resumption of specie payvments
in January, 1§10, the stock market opened
with great buoyancy. The advance lasted
about as long, and was about as great, as
the advance in stocks based upon the No-
vember electlon last yvear. Meantime there
was no sign of favorable movement in gen-
eral trade. During January, 158, com-
plaints of unprofitable business and trade
stugnation were general; London sold
American securities to New York; money in
New York was a drug because there was
absolutely no demand for commercial pur-
poses. At the close of the menth, Fllison
&« Co.s cotton clreular deseribed thé condi-
tion of the cotton trade in this country and
in Europe as so bad that lower wages for
cotton operators were predicted inevitable,
!)uripg the early part of January the Bank
of I'.nul'd_mis discount rate was high: it
ruled at 5 per cent. until the middle of the
month, as a result of which sterling ex-
change stood almost at the gold-shipping
point from New York., It will be observed
that in this particular. also, the record
duplicates the experience of 187, The gov-
ernment revenues were very deflicient. In
the middie of February warnings appeared
in many publications that unless Congrecs
was careful a heavy and disastrous deficit
might be looked for.

THE WHEAT SITUATION.

It is well known that the world's wheat
situation, at the opening of 1879, was similar
to that of the present vear, amd that the
later prosperity of I8 was largely based
on the enormous foreign demand for Amer-
ican grain. But it is an entire mistake to
suppose that this factor in the =situation
was operative from the year's opening. The
wheat product of the world, at that time,
was very much below the present average,
The Argentine Republic, for instance, was
exporting hardly any grain; Australia cut
no ngure in the world's export market.
Nevertheless, the price of wheat, No. 2 red,
at the opening of January, was only 108
cents per bushel In New York., and the
January exports of bread stuff<, as record-
cd by the government authorities, were be-
low the record for the month in INS In
February and March the shipments ot
grain were heavy, and the price advanced
eight or nine cents a bushel. This was
based upon rumors of a deficient French
-]rn;; and reports of bad weather in Eng-
and,
~ But even while these reports were coming
in the movement of the wheat market was
exactly similar to the recent movement of
this season’s wheat market under some-
what similar conditions, After cach ad-
vance in price, early in I8%, there was sud-
den speeulative selling, and the price once
inore receded. By April wheat was almost
down to the January level. In June came
the famous corner in Chicago wheat, when
the New York price went up to $1.20 per
bushel, and ths news at thi=s time favored
such a movement; for on the Sth of July
people were wearing winter overcoats in
“ngland, and heavy rains were almost de-
stroying the prospect of a harvest. Not-
withstanding this fact, the price of wheat
”,:..“"...] &l New York city during the month
of July, to a figure lower than its price at
the opening of January. To this tact the
trade reports of that time are sufficient
witness. It was not until the last dayvs of
September that the wheat market really
:-'f‘l_-t!lml to take fire: it then advanced some-
thing like 30 cents a bushel within three
woeeks, the exports becoming simply enor-
mous, The truth of the matter was thal
Earope had deferred as long as it possibly
could its orders from America, in the vain
hope that it might obtain its grain at casy
prices. When the consumer = ecould hold off
no longer, the export movement began in
quantity., and the rush of rizsing credit was
felt throughout this country,

COMING OF THE REVIVAIL

But it was not until this month of Sep-
tember, 1899, or until very near I, that the
true change In the financial =ituation
appreciated by trade and finance In general.
As late in the year June, sterling ex-
change advanced to $L84 L9 for demand,
and half a million of gold was shipped
London. At that time the total export
trade of the country, since the opening of
the year, made a smaller record than it did
for ;!"!'!“Hl .rhi'
sltuation of forcign exchange had meantime
caused great uneasiness at the treasury.
Secretary Sherman wrote to the treasury’'s
London agent to inguire If it was not
side in some way to arrange for the con-
trol of the sterling market by drawing on
urope through the establishment of a
London eredit; an operation which, if it had
been attempted, might have forcshadow«d
the experience of 186G, The real change in
the situation did not come until the middle
of July. Up to that time the same un-
certainty was expressed by business men.

As lute as the opening of March, 1857 the
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Financial Chronicle contained the following |

editorial remarks: "We have now
upon our third month sinee the re
of specie payments, *Where iz the pros-
perity promised with that eveni?” is the
question frequently coming to us, *Wheat
is no higher. Corn I8 no higher. There is
no money in any of the eartnh’'s products.
Where I8 the promised prosperity?

In other words, late as March, dis-
couragement wis general. and as late as
June actual alarm was felt over the situa-
tion. The stock market did indeed improve
from time to time; yet in February, i.oonddon
wis a heavy seller of American scourilies;
in March, the stock market broke repented-
lyv: in April, only professional culittors
were active., and they were putiing up
cheap and worthless stocks,

In the middle of July. however, the heavy
outward movement of grain began to be
foreshadowed unmistakably, After a trifling
gold shipment, the sterling exchange mar-
ket broke with considerable violenee, ana
ut the same time there was great activity
in securitles at New York. The benk state-
ments of that time showed continued
crease of loans and deposits. In the open-
ing week of August, sterling exchange [fell
to 4.8, for demand, and gold was engaged
for import from the London murket. e
fore the close of August, gold was coming
fin at the rate of two to three million dol-
Jurs weekly., DBut what was of much more
importance, the export trades suddenly ex-
panded to enormpus proportions. It was Ly
no means confined 1o wheat and corn. Al-
most all other products of the farm began
to move out in unprecedented quantity.

entered
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By the middle of the year, the record of |

exports since the 1st of January
that of 155 In September came the
memorable boom in stocks: during the
same month came the upward movement
in the iron market, The year closed with

a general movement of prosperity.

passcd

It is worth reviewing this record in order |

to understand the real analogy between 1897
and 1879, Readers draw thelr own in-
ferences from the record. The ; ut
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eouragement, and trade stagnation, until | Asia Minor with an eseort of soldiers, On

nearly six months after

Epecis payments.,

BANISHED FOR LIFE.

The Ounteasts of South Afriea and
Their Island Home.

resumption of

Dally Mail,

On a low, ros KY. sand-covered i=land in
Table bay there Las stood for many
an asyvium most unique in its organization,
established for those who the majin-
lzand For the mainland’s good; for there, on
Robben island, are detained the most dan-
and eriminal lunatics of the
colony and the whale of the lepers of South
Africa, with the exception of the
vaal. It is now some sixty years since the
Cape government first began to deport its
lepers to this desolate sand heap, where,
cleven miles from the mainland, they
would be quite harmless. Until two years
the island was under the sole control
of the medical superintendent, but the pop-
ulation had grown until, including the Juna-
tics, conviets retcfned there as laborers and
attendants, th re were some fourteen thou-
=and and, result of a special
commission, the eivil authority was vested
in a commissioner, while the medical staff
was reorganized and restricted to its own
department.  This, in spite of the strong
objection of tha medical staff to the change,
worked so far exceedingly well. Her
Majesty's commissioner in charge is Mr,
George Plers, who has already, while main-
taining strict discipline, gained the respect
and affectionnte good will of his very
mixed subjects, These number 304 male
lepers, 212 female lepers, while of the luna-
tics there are 163 males and 92 females,
These last call for no special remark., They
are the worst of the lunatics of the colony,
and a large number are convicted erim-
inals. They are now housed in a series of
very substantial buildings, which were for-
merly devoted to the lepers. So efficient,
however, is the management and attend-
arce that during the last year no mechan-
ical restraint has been found necessary.

The leper asylums consist of two collec-
tions of detached wards, built along the
eastern beach of the island, the first for
males and the second for females. In each
ward there 1s a large dormitory, dining
room, common room, and bath-house,
While the whites are, of course, placed by
thems=elves, the colored patients are group-
ed as far as possible according to the dis-
tricts from wnich they have been brought,
Every ward forms a republic by itself, and,
g0 long as assault and battery and wilful
damage s absgtained rrom, enacts its own
laws; for the most curious thing about the
asylum is that there have never been any
regulations drafted for the patients to con-
form to. The surgeon in charge of”
whole establishment, Mr. Everard B. Tod,
with the assistant surgeon,
exercises a strong moral influence over all,
and both are ably seconded by an excellent
staff of attendants, but that is all. Every
man gets up and goes to bed ‘\'h?l he
pleases, takes his meals when they are
served, or puts his food by for a time more
agreeable to himself, and wanders over the
whole island, except the small inclosed
parts—ua space of some two miles by one—
at his own sweet will. Very few of the
patienis are bedridden, and few still suffer
eny pain; the disease in its two chief
forms, tubercular and anaesthetic, pro-
gressing surely, without much impairment
of the vital funetions, until towards
the end. The females are naturally kept
apart from the males within guarded in-
closures, but that is the only difference in
the treatment.  They are, however, less
easily restrained than the men, and the
civil power has consequently to be more
often invoked for their judicious correction.
The ordinary duration of the disease seems
to be about twelve years, and the oldest
leper inhabitant has only been on the island
for fourteen years. But the majority ur-ihr
deaths occur from chest complaints. The
prevailing wind, the ‘“‘southeaster, is
known as the Cape Doctor on the main-
land, but on the island, to the poor patients
from the far inland plateaux, it means
phthisis and death., The work of the sur-
geons, apart from the disease incidental to
the situation of the asylum, is, however,
very heavy., for, although leprosy Is not
susceptible to any known treatment. there
is muech dressing to be attended to, and
many amputations and minor operations to
be performed. to prolong life and lessen suf-
fering. The troubles of these poor people
are only to be understood by accompanying
the surgeons on their daily rounds, and by
conversing privately with the patients. Not
one will admit that thelr disease is incur-
able, very many deny that they have the
dizsease at all. and complain bitterly
of conspiracies  to  deport them to
the island and insure their detention.
Papers are freely supplied to them, and
there is no restriction on the visit of
friends, so that they are kept in touch with
the events of the outside world., Nearly
all the patients firmly believe that the sur-
geons are in league not to cure them, 80
as to detain them on that desolate spot
forever, and they refuse to be amused or
entertained. On one occasion Mr, Tod, for
example, procured a magic lantern and a
wot of excellent slides. For the first exhibi-
tion there was a fair attendance and much
interest displayed; for the second there
were four present, and for the third none,
Not till long after did he find out the rea-
=on, which was that in every ward attend-
ance had been forbidden because it was
universally eonsidered “only a plan to make
them seem happy, o that people might be
brought over to the islanu to see how con-
tented they were wit.. their lot: then they
wottld never get away.” The same fate
has met the attempt to establisn a band,
to promote football and ericket, and other
outdoor and indoor amusements,

In face of this, however, the surgeons
never lose heart. and with their wives and
her Majesty's commissioner and his family
are always devising some new means of
whiling away the weary hours. Mr. Cecil
Rhodes gave 1o the white female patients
# bath chair, which has been much appre-
ciated, and Mrs. Thornton, wife of the sec-
ond surgeon, has been very successful with
u fgewing partv. In time success may come
with otner Drojects.
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he of the whole island
are cared for h}' the Rev. W. M. Watkins,
with the Rev. 3. F. Gresley as curate,
There is al=o a resident minister of the
Duteh Reformed Church, and other denom-
inations are represcented by visitors. The
church of the island is near the head-
quarters establishment, and is a very old
building. a relic of the days when Robben
fshand was o fortitied onost.

Very important results may be expected
in future rrom the study of leprosy at this
asvium, for after many requests the sur-
geon in charge has now been equipped with
0 luboratory. All experiments before were
rather officially discouraged. All that can
he now sald, however, is that there is no
known successful treatment of the disease,
COuestioned o the need for the striet
segregation of lepers, Mr. Tod would only
suv that while leprosy was undoubtedly
contagions to a certain degree, there was
no recorded case in the sixty yvears” history
of the asyvium of the contraction of the
disease on the igland by any attendant or
other person whatsoever, and this in spite
of the great latitude permitted. He further
pointed out. as a fact that had never be-
fore heen made publie, that, at any rate, so0
far as South Africa was concerned, there
was i high percentage of cases of the dis-
ease in the districts with the greatest rain-
fall amd a very low percentage in the dry
districss. The actual figures for ING were
299 per ten thousand of population in the
ainy distriects. and varied directly as the
sainfall to the almost vanishing point of 1.5

¢ ten thousand in the most arid Karoo

fvisions,
i ndoubtedly the situation of the island is
bad and causes great suffering to inland-
bred peaple. The one advantage is the se-
L]

A=

urity afforded by the twelve miles of gen-
rally rough for the only successtul
escape on record was accomplished three
Y l'.-' AED, when sixX colored lc»pvl'-; made a
rourh boat of bhoards and paddled it across,
althouxgh two were drowned in the surf at

landing.
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AN EVEATHILL CAREER.

Or One Devised by an Exceptional-
1y Fertile Imagination.
Paris Letter.

“&ell ten oxen and =end me the money by
telegraph.” Such was the original message
which a lady, who has just been arrested
on & charge of swindling, is said to have
handed to a Paris hotel keeper to whom
she owed money, for the purpoge of being
wired to the governor of a town in Algeria,
whom she represented as looking after the
broad land=s, c¢rammed with ftloeks and
herds. which she owned in the neighbor-
hood
his bill In his pockel, but advanced
funds. This person, who is of middle
age accused of having simllarly used
other hotelkeepers, whose accounts
neglected to settie, and of having made
other dupes as well: but, as she stoutly de-
nies @all these soft impeachments, and de-
Mpires that che is honest as the day, it Is
only right to awalt the lssue of the affalr
ere pronouncing & definite opinion on this
odd case. Meanwhile, her story of her ca-
reer is interesting enough in its way. She
says that she first saw the light forty-one
years ago in the Touggourt oasis, and that
at the age of twenty she was wedded to a
Turk in whose company she traveled on an
errand (rom the Ot government in
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the landlord in question being so daz- |
zled by this demonstration that he not only |

she |

the death of her hushand she came to
France., and delivered lectures on her jour-
neys at Marseilles. She described
on her ecards as “Founder of anti-pagan
and anti-slavery missions in
giving her address as
in the Earbary Sahara,
sued by her requesting
her missions. and she explained that one
of the rames which =he bore meant in
Turkiszsh “the echild beloved by the lord,”
and had enabled her in her exploratfons
to visit the mast savage tribes and to es-
tablish Iriendly relations with the Touregs.
Such is the history of the eventful career
of this lady, according to her own versjon,
and the Investigation which is now being
et on foot by the police will show how far
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MECHANIC'S LIEN LAW.

Defects That Call for Remedy by the
Present Legislnture,

To the Editor of the Indianapolis Journal:

An articlie in to-day's paper on the “Me-
chanic’s Lien Law'™ opens a
meore than ordinary interest. The
law leaves the owner without protection4
aguinst rascality unless he exercises an
amount of distrust and watchfulness usual
only on the part of persons accustomed to
deal with the criminal classes. Under the
law an owner is not safe in making final
payment for his building until sixty days
have elapsed after its completion and the
records in the recorder's office are searched
for notices of lien filed by laborers, sub-
contractors and material men. These liens
are not required to be preceded by notice
to the owner or any other person, but are
usually filed and thus made operative, with
the silence of the fall of a snowflake, and
when enforced by suit the owner is com-
pelled to pay an extraamount to compensate
the attorney of the lienholder for his scrv-
ices, besides the costs of the court and
witnesses, 8o absolute is the security af-
forded the lien holder that the personality
of the contractor, his reputation, and finan-
cial responsibility are rarcly considered in
deciding the question whether to give him
credit to carry on a job. Indeed, it has
happened a known tricky, dishonest contrac-
tor has been recommended to an owner
because of a  secret understanding
to buy material or hire labor of a certain
party. If a contractor should kKeep to his
own use money trustingly paid hima on an
implied or declared promise that it would
be applied to paying bills on the Job, there
1= no legal offense committed, and no re-
course for the owner but to pay the amount
a second time and say a few hard worags.
T'he immunity from punishment for such
breach of trust is so well knowir that there
has arisen a class of contractors who will
purposely bid below cost for the s:ake of
the opportunity to get some of the money
into their own pockets, and if the owner
demands an explanation he is told a mis-
lul_w was made in the figuring, and that
I!_]t* amount pocketed was no more than
reasonable for the support of the contrac-
tor's family. which “has a right to live."
It sometimes happens that moneys so paid
have been appiied to old debts, or to CAITY
the contractor into a new job, but there
s no way for the swindled owner to follow
It up and make recovery. It may bhe said
the owner can protect himself by exacting
a4 bond with surety, but an examination of
the court dockets shows that not one in ten
bonds sued upon were enforced, because of
changes made In the plans after the bond
was given, it being i rule of
law that the Law in the Ciase
andl  the facts shall be strictly con-
s{rr:mi in favor of sureties or bondsmen.
The effect of the law has been to drive
honest, responsible contractors out of
business except as to the large jobs. and
to bring the tride into almost general dis-
repute. It has also lowered the standard
of work in almost eve) v particular. That
soma change in the present law is necded
there is no question, but it is doubtful if
It 1= possible to lessen the amount of pro-
tection afforded Ly the law, against the
opposition of the interests getting the
protection, else it would hecome easy for
swindling owners, in collusion with ras-
cally contractors, to defraud labor and
dealers in material, as was the case hefor s
the present law was enacted. What seems
most needed is a measurce proteciing the
cwrer against the rescality of irresponsible
certractors. and the sugegestion is mad
that this can be accomplished by enacting
a law making the contractor or subeon-
tractor, between him and those per- |
forming labor or furnishing material., the
agent of the owner, whose duty it is fo
use all moneys received to pay off such oh-
ligations, and declaring a failure to do o
within a reasonuble time to constitute the
crime of embezziement, punishable by fine
or imprisonment, or both. Such a law
would soon force out the dishonest, hecause
starvation or the jall would make it im-
possible for them to long continve in busi-
Ness, Al

Indianapolis, Jan, 15.
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Speaks from Experience,
To the Editor of the Indianapolis Journal:

The article in Friday's {ssue in regard to
the unjustness of the mechanic’'s lien law
is to the point, and 1 earnestly hope that
the present Legislature, which num-
ber of trust bills befoge It for considera-
tion, will look into the law referred to. As
now upon the statutes of the Stiate it Zives
a cluss of citizens advantage over another
without recourse, The
having accumulated a
money, conchudes
family.
congiders

has a

innocent
certain
build a

huilder,

amount of

home for
He calls in a4 number of what he

good, reliable and responsible
carpenters and asks for bids upon the plans
and specifications he has had made in ac-
cordance the amount of money he
wishes to invest, The bids are compared
and he asks for references. These are giv-
en., and from these the contractor is se.
lected; papers are signed and the work goes
01, The contractor has had a good send-
off by his friends; great confidence has
been placed in the relerences, and they are
supposed to be reliable citizens. The man
ma: he clogely conflined to higs employment :
probably he reguests his wife to go over
and see how things are getting on. She
reports that work is progressing nicely, On
Sumday the huszband and wife take a walk
over to the new home. They discuss how
they will ex e nd the $200 they
will have left when contractor
has heen il contract
price, never dreaming that they
are in the toils of one of the most con-
temptible, overreaching trusts that has an
existence in the State, and the courts are
compelled to recognize them as such, as
there is no alternative. When the house is
completed  he pays the contractor the
amount of his bid and any extras that
might have been agreed upon. The supply
men  come  along, and bills  probabily
amounting to 2300, and with astonishment
the bujlder replies, 1 pald the contractor
all the monevy 1 agreed to pay him. and 1
won't pay any more.” Well, a Hen is filed,
suft is brought, and he embloyvs an attor-
neyv. The court says: “Enter judgment
againsl the defendant., with Incerest
and attorneyvs’ fees,” The hushand re-
turns to his wife, regretting that he
ever altempted to build a house. The judg-
ment rendered will take the money he had
intended to pay for a few comforts in
household affairs, and, besldes, he must put
a real mortgage on his home to pay the
balance of the judgment. The bulider has
no voice or knowledge of the bhills muade,
and cannot s¢e how he can be forced to pay
a debt contracted by another, even without
a personal or written order. It is supposed
that all laws are created for the benetit of
the peaple, not especially for One
clinss over another, It is Pre-
sumed that the supply man well
as the mechaniece knows more abhout the
affairs of the contractor than a man who
not familiar with this cliss of business,
and consequently they should not seek ref-
uge behind what might be presumed to
be a4 just law, If the truth was Enown
nearly every home that has peen built dur-
ing the existence of thisg unjnst law is plas-
tered with these llens. They cause a eloud
to exist on the title and reflect on the inno-
cent builder a shadow of dishonesty.

The lLegislature should taxe up this mat-
ter and weed out all defects contained in
this mechanic’s llen law. Protect the inno-
cent home-bullder againar rnis  gigantice
supply trust. let every litigant pay his
own attorney. and when a mortgage 1s filed
let the party filing pay his own expenses
thereto attached. If a bondsman s asked
for, they invarfably wiggle out of paving
the differences, and the bondsman should
be given by the contractor to the supply
men; this would be more just. The writer
of this article has just gone through such
a siege, and he knows waa: he I8 talking
about, he baving had to pay about $)
more than the contract price. The writer
wis i stranger to the bullding operators.
and depended upon the advice of personal
friends, but he was caught and had to pay.
1 earnestly hope that some o our earnest
anti-trust representatives wil bring this
question bhefore the Legislature and fight
it to & .
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Boston Transcript.
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RELIEF WORK IN INDIA

L 2

ENORMOUS DIFFICLLTIES THAT BE-
SET THOSE WHO LADERTAKE 1IT.

—
(nuxes of the Present Famipe nnd Ex-

tent of the Sufflerinz—=Some Hee-
ords of Similar Disasters.

>

New York Observer,

With an eovercrowded population of I00.-
W00 of peasants whose annual supnly of
food depends upon a rainfull to
deetded irregularities, it is inevitable that
India should suffer from frequent and de-
structive famines., Meteorological observa-
tions have disclosed no rule of periodicity
in these failures of rainfall by which sea-
of drouth can bhe forecast with cer-
tainty. They have on the other hand, es-
tablished the fact that the fall is never
either deficient or excessive in any single
year throughout the whole of India. There
is thus alwayvs a reserve of food supply in
some part of its area, which may be drawn
upon for use in the needy districts. It has
beon discovered, that winters marked
by an excessive snowfall in the Himalavas
are always followed by diminished summer
rainfall, generally in northern India, but
sometimes in other portions of the great
peninsula. Apart from these few facts,
gathered within the past quarter of a cen-
tury, there is little data from which sea-
sons of drought may be forecast, though it
is Known that a drought, once begun, gen-
erally extends over two or more vears, The
approach of scarecity can be determined
oniy in the year in which it actually oc-
curg, and by a syvstem of obsgervations he-
ginning with the June rainfall and continu-
ing until the autumn has made certain and
insufficient supply for the winter ecrops.

Of the extent of the suffering from
drought and failure in the
Asiatic  world Western  peoples have
but a faint conception. In the
great  drought  in northern China  in
ISTT-1878 no less than 9500000 persons pers-
ished; and, although during the present
century, at least no single famine in India
has attained that magnitude, it is estimated
that in the score or more disasters of the
kind which have occurred, between 15,000,-
000 and 20,006L000 lives have been lost., That
which began in 18575 and culminated in 1877
was the most prolonged and destructive,
resulting in the death of 550000 persons,

In I865-6 & _(hird of the population of 3,000,-
00 starved®to death in Orissa, and in 15%8-

subject

sons

too,

crop

INTO about L500,000 died from want in Rajpu-)

tana. T'he ramine of 1861 in the northwest
provinzss was a huge calamity, and the
Berar drought of 18:3-74 was only prevented
from becoming so by lavish expo nditure
on the part of the Indian government.
Prior to the white conquest famines of im-
mense dimensions devastated the peninsula,
resulting occasionally in an appailing deci-
mation of the (eebler classes of the popula-
tion. These elasses, numbering approxi-
mately 40,000,000, are always =0 near star-
vation that a season of drought reduces
them at once 10 extremitics of hunger.
OLD-TIME RELIEF METHODS,

In the old days the devices for famine re-
lHet! in India were of the usual Asiatic sort.
First, the shops of the grain dealers were
sicked and their owners murdered. When
that failed the offices of the native gov-
ernments were besieged, and when the
royval granaries were emptied the gods
were  propitiated  with  sacritices, end-
ing with the slaughter of human vietims
and the distribution of their flesh over the
barren fields, But during the past thirty
vears these devices have given way to
remedial measures of a more p.actical and
cfiective Kind., Taught by long experience,
the government of India has elaborated a
system of relief, machine-like in its opera-
ton, cabable ot being put into effect gt any
time and of adjustment to the needs of any
particular =scarecity. The old notion that a
government cannot be made re. pongibie oy
deaths from starvation any more than for
deaths by fever has disappeared. kRvery
rural official is made 10 feel nis responsibil-
ity and is minutely instructed beforehiand
as Lo his particular duty in cach stage of
searcity.,  lirst, a system of crop forecasts
gives notice of the possible approach ot
tamine. When the possibility becomes
from further reporis probability the gov-
ernment begins active preparations to meet
it. li= forecasts may not prove correct, but
it acts at once and energetically, Knowing
that if it waits to verify its estimates a~tion
will be too late 10 be effectual,

The fact that oniy one fTull crop in the
yvear has been reaped, that the late fall
crop is deficient and the crop due in the
spring is in jeopardy is suflicient to set the
great machine in motion.  The character
of that miachine and the method of its
operation is well known to every distriet
officer in India. 1t embraces what are
known as “relief works' —that is, such pub-
e works as the construction of raijlways,
the digging of canals and wells, turning the
courses of rivers, ete., on which thousands
upon thousands of the distressed are em-
ployed, ‘The wages paid are small, but as
the government seeks to prevent the crea-
tion of a pauper clags on a huge scale the
neody are, =0 far as possible, required to
work for their support. All the suffering
cannot. however, be drawn to the relief
works. Couid they be, the task of relief
wonld he a comparatively simple one, for
while the mortahty from crowding women,
children and the aged into the extempo-
rized villages of mat huts near the earth-
works would be econsiderable, starvation
could and would be prevented. But there
is a large percentage of the suffering who
will not or -cannot bring themselves to
food. and who must have it brought near
enough to their homes for purchase if they
are not 1o starve. 'I'hl‘ gl)\‘o-rnmu-nl miust
therefore do a great work in the distribu-
tion of food, and for this purpose must not
only accumulate supplies of grain at great
centers. but arrange to transport gramn to
hundreds of thousands of people scattered
through thousands of villages remote (rom
these centers,

OTHER DIFFICULTIES.

As the difficulty of such distribution is
CNoOrmous, to the on which it
must be conducted, the aim of the govern-
ment to leave it to the ordinary chan-
nels of trade, It interferes only when the
grain dealer raises prices beyond the abil-
ity of the people to pay, o1 when that abil-
ity has ceased altogether. In the districts
where the mass the peasants own
hold lands the system works satisfactorily,
the grain dealers advancing food to the
people on the strength of their heldings. At
the came time, by raising the price of grain,
they foree the people to ¢conomize, the se-
sult often being that the latier endure a
season of scarcity much betier than would
be expected from their apparent resources,
But there is in many districts of India o
jJarse class of landless luborers, who have
nothing on which to borrow, and who form
the most hopeless element in a famine, So
long as they can get a quarter meal daily
for themselves and their families they will
cling to thelr huts and shut their eyes to
their impending fate. When all is gone
apathy is sacceeded by a sudden burst of
despair, and, a= in the famine of 1865, thou-
sands of starving men, woemen and cnlldren
flee from their homes in a4 vague hope of
finding relief somewhere. To tnis class
must added the poorer arti=sans, the
great erowd of  incompetents who save
nothing and the eclass still lower, whiech
lives no one Enows how, but which lives,
nevertheless,

It is for these classes chiefly that the
government of India is now putling itz ma-
chinery of reliel inte operation over a re-
glon in northern India one thourand miles
long and tive hundred miles wide. That It
will work so effectively that all loss of life
will be averted is not to bhe expected. A se-
rious defect of the system Is the lnadequate
provigsicn made for importing and storing
grain in the distressed districts which are
remote from the line of raillway or river
highway, and for which the petty deslers
have no facilitie«. 1t is in these tracts that
distress first shows t<elf, and if the grain

owing scale

of or

be

| & not there a people may starve while the

cars are going on their journey. It was
leaving this work to private enterprise that
converted the famine in the northwest
provinces and Orizsa in 1561 and 1868 into wjp-
palling calami‘les. The most that can be
hoped, therefore, is a reasonable measure
of success, The distress Is on a vast scale,
and. though *he drought has been some-
what relteved by recent rains, 72,000,060 of
people are still threatened with dangerous
scarclty. To avert wholesale loss of life
will necessitate an organlzation as if for
4 military campalgn; ind a campaign 1n a
dozen regions as large as Furopean king-
doms wiil be a herculean task. The de-
mand will be gigantic, the people Lo be re-
lieved are in many respect® as heipiess as
children, and man¥& of the officials who
gained exper‘ence in previous famines have
now left Indla, Already 230000 person

gone on relief works, and late

daily in the provinces. But the
government realizz the magnitude of
the danger. and will, moreover, be ns-
sisted by the caste system of India, which
in time of scarcity acts as a charity
ganization society on an immens:
What can be will be done,

riports ares ovrtain to grow anore
for the next two months

BUILDING AND LOAN.

An Argument In Behalf of the State
Associntions,
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To the Editor of the Indiananali=s Journal:

I notice in your paper, as well as others,
that a great many comments against state
building and loan have been
made by papers and individuals, and it
world appear that some a serious nnd
mean well, some are prejudiced, and some
very ignorant. l.et us not be too hasty and
look before we leap and see if we are bene-
fited or not by such associations, All real-
ize that many homes have been built by
this method, and the question arises, why
not let the good work go on?

Local and state associations conduct busj-
ness generally under the same meihods, lo-

associntions

cals confining their operations to their own |

immediate cities or towns, whiie state asso-
ciations are generally ready to loan money
all over the State. Thelr responsibilities
are ldentical. The majority of locals are
serial, while the majority of state assocla-
tions are permanent, I think statistics
would show that the average number
ghares held by individuals is less in state
than in local associations, showing conclu-
sively that the money clas=es do not control
state f@any more than local
Also, the per cent. of locals paying weekly
is very great, while that of state
tions paying monthly is greater, thus com-
pelling the stockholders to make more puay-
ments,
monthly payment more per year than in
state assoclations. In voting about half of

1|f

associations,

nssocia-

the locals allow each member one vote, re- |
while |

gardless of number of shares held,
nearly all state associations allow each
member one vole for each share of stock,
thus allowing the stockholders to control

the state institutions, as their proportion of |

stock to members is less than locals, Many
locals loan money to other than stock-
holders; stlate associations never. Many
small towns could not support or be
materially benefited by locaus, but state
associations are enubled to loan money in
such towns, which has proved a blessing.
Would any sane man expect an agent to
travel over the State solicling members
and loaning money for his health? He and
the men who have the ability Lo safely
manage such institutions must be 1id.
What effect has it on locals? None. Why?
Because locals never were and never will
he able o meet the requirements of the
borrowing members, because they have not
the territory from which to get capital,
with a few exceptions, in very iarge cities,
Borrowers are alwavs plentiful. If you
want to have moneyv to loan it takes hust-
ling to get that money. After you get it
it takes men of known ability and experi-
ence to handle it safely and judiciously;
they must be paid for their =ervices, and
most of the fees they get come from the
borrower in the way of expense, ete., and
not out of the expense fund, 48 some are
led to believe, As to the rates of interest
and premium charged, there seems to be
a howl about extortion. Whenever vou
lower the loaning rate you cut off vour
nose. Why? Capital can always find a
good and profitable investment. If wyou
offer an inoucement to capital it responds;
if vou do not it goes elsewhere. State as-
sociations usually issue paid-up and pre-
paid stock and pay fair dividends: any-
thing less than is now paid is no induce-
ment. Why not pay it as vou pay on in-
dividual straight loans the same, if not
more, and have to give more security
bonds, At present loaning rates (6 per
cent. interest and 6 per cent., premium)
thege dividends on paid-up and prepaid
stock can be pald easliy and also mature
the installment stock, earnings on such
paid-up and prepald stock contributing to
the earnings of installment stock helping
to mature it. Some say loan at & per cent.
interest and 2 per cent. premium. Now, if
vou do, the earnings are less, If vou can-
not payv the management fair wages for
their work they won't manage, for men of
such ability and responsibility don't “have
to."”’ Leaving this out, however, if
vou still pay the dividends as now
on paid-up or prepaid stock. the installment
stock i the sufferer and will run longer at
6.and 2 than & and 6§ per cent., and this is
the stock that would suffer, which is gen-
erally borrowed upon. If vou don’t pay
the pald-up and prepatd stock a fair divi-
dend men will not invest in it; if they will
not invest where will you get your money
to loan, as the installments are not suf-
ficient to meet the demand? If you have no
money to loan, how do you expect to get
people to invest and carry stock with a
view to borrowing? I know of an associa-
tion that claims to loan at & and 2. s
thi= what you want? Well, we have it
Let's see, There is no inducements: they
have been in existence over a year, and
have sold but $1.%40 in paid-up =stock: most
of its stockholders (about 400 shares) took
stock to borrow. How long at this rate will
it take to make their loans? Where is the
benefit of a 6 and 2 rate over a & and &,
when the & and 2 cannot get money? It
sounds well, but money talks, and if they
haven't the money 1 canpnot =ee that they
henefit anvone. Capital responds to the call
when you tickle it; if you tickle it with a
fair rate of interest yvou will have money
to loan: then yvou can sell stock and make
loans, =ell more stock and make more
loang: the workingman is enabled to own
a home and be hapoy, and croakers who
are ever ready to depreciate any suceessful
business mnever own property; but those
who are being robbed have 'llnmf-s. Kx-
plain how the man who says he is able 1o
run his own business and not be robbed by
bullding and loan assoclations never owns
property, while those who, as it is alleged
by such eroakers, are being robbed aceumu-
late property and prosper. Lot all stop
croaking and push all Jocal and state as.
gociations., Help each other, and do not
allow trusts and banks to dictate and cause
us to become hlind to our own intéerests,
GEORGE H. PADGETT.

Princeton, Ind., Jan. 16

BACK TO LIFE AFTER 31 YEARS,
Releaxe of o Prisoner Who Had Been
Legally Dead Since 18566,

Albany Express,

Through the clemency of former Gover-
nor Morton there will emerge
walls into freedom next spring a man who
has suffered a living death for more than
thivtyv-one years. The Hrst thougint that
naturally comes is that this man wil' be
almost overcome with joy at the prospect
of his release. But on second thought
grave doubt arizes as to whether this un-
fortunate man will be even as content as
he must have learned to be In prison when
he s again out in the world, free to go
where he pleases. He himself probably has
no such doubt now, but it much to bhe
feared that when the prison doors have
closed behind him he will realize what It is
impos<ible for him to realize now.

Al the age of gixty-six yvears he will
utterly alone in the world, withoul
sources, without the physical strengih to
make his way throuzh what little of life
may remain to him. She that was his wife
if =he still lives, is the wile of another, for
he swwas legally dead when the e sentencs
ad been imposed upon him, and she exer-
clsed her right to marry again, those who
wera his friends, all those years ago, are
dead and scattered through the world, He
will be a stranger among strangers. There
are none to whom he can turn for sym-
pathy. for ald, or even for the opportu-
nity of making a living. Moreover, there
wiil come to hi a8 never before. per-
haps, the realization: that his life, with all
the opportunities which It might have held,
has all but passed away.

Governor Morton, before the expiration
of hiz term. commuted the Iife sentence of
George E. Gordon, now in Dannemora Pris-
on. to fiftyv-two years, =0 that he will be re-
leased on May 8 next, the time off for goed
behavior being allovwed., Gordon was
tenced in<this city in 1888 to life imprison-
ment., after conviction aof the murder of

is

brer
re-

1 stock drover by the name of Thomp=on |

in the West Albany eattle yards, Gordon

was o restdent of Greenbush and was thir-

ty-five years of age when oonvieted,

The application for pardon has been on
‘i!l- ill l]!" CXeCntive rhx!“”“"f f‘,r twenty
vears amnd was signed by some of the most
yrominent people and  public officials In
lensse lasr county. (iorlon ul present
the prison librarian at Dannemora, and his
l-".‘nnJ

1=

the difference being equal to one |

| or derseliction of dutvy

but his words have come true, In the
avgura! address of raor lLeedy,
Kansas., the new HNtorature of ths
bursts into full bloom all at one There
i= nothing In It &f seed time or (he tepder
I"I:‘.i‘i:."ﬁ of the unf ,";!I-\.u I‘l""' 1.ike the
night-blooming cereus, it pops open  all
once, gorg—eous, ebloui=sant
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Library Legixlation,

To the FEditor of the Ing polis
There by Superintendent
';(l.\-'&. (’f
the Oonl-

iare Jomgrnial

preseiited
of Indijanapolis, at the mesting
Indiana Library the
line of a library biid which will be presentad
Lo during the
There ure many points of ex-
in the hill. but the dis-
which followed iils presentalion,
by the way, Lzoss,
who prepared the bill,

brought out many
seemed not o maeet
of the people present Wers lor 1he
most part, club members, library workers
and librarians. Whether it is denied or
not, the fact remains that thoere has been
a lack of harmony in the 3tute in the
boards which combine the management of
bath schools and libragies, There should
be arrangement made for a separate board
of management for the governance of
braries, from the tate library down,
aside from the boards of oducation The
scheme proposed by Nr. (Goes8 seems 10 o
vide that the lamb znd the bhon should
lis down together, but with the lamb in-
side the lon, the lamb in this case being
the library. Mr. Gosz cxplained the giving
of the management of libraries to the ed-
ucational boards by saying that the people
will not tolerate the appointment of the
new officers necessary to carry out the plan
proposed. He aiso stated that the Board
of Education 4id not desire the manage-
men: of these affalrs: that they were al-
ready overburdened with other matters and
did not have the time to give 10 such an
important work. If this 1= so thwen thae
board ought certainly 1o be relieved by the
appointment by the Governor of an inde-
pendent library commission, composed of
men noted for their intelligence and for
their knowledge of library matters. This
plan has been followed by (he States have-
ing the most progressive lioraries and
schoois, and greatlt breach of honesty
soems 1o have coma
from it. There scems to be in Lhe pro-
posed bill of Mr..Goss entirely too much
distrust of the people in tha
rural districts being capable of
managing their own affairs in matters
pertaining to supplyving the libra-
ry with proper materials or in
being honest in making the purchases,
As the bill reads, nothing can be purchased
without the approval of the board, which
ix 1o be appointed by the State Board of
Education, and answerable 1o it alone,
Will the people more rewdily approve o set

Was

AssoCint

1l

the General As=embly pres-
ent session.

| .
i Ce

cussion

e proposaed

which, sSuperintendent
il not stay 10 hear,
things in It which
he wants and wishes
Wl

=
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no

| of officers appointed by this able body than

| operation

from prison |

Sel- |

conduet during his long confinement, |

together with the fact that he has always |

contended that he did not commit  the
erime, led to the Governor's favaorable ac-
tionn on the appllecation for clemency.
U'nder the law at that time a person
charged with murder could not testify in
his own behalf, but he then declared his
fnnocence, He was convicted on circum-
stantial evidence. considerad strong.
Gordon's wife has marricd again.

The New Liternture of the West,
Buffalo Courier.

Hamlin Garland sald not long ago that
the West was going to produce a Ilterature
that woul!d make all the intellectual pro-
ductions of our Eastern civilization look

pale and sickly by comparison as
they had lwen sprouted In a
at Mr. Garlang,

|

one appointed by the Governor, as (s dona
in other States? While there should be co-
in the work of libraries and
schools, the management should be sepa-
rated as widely as possible. Library com-
missioners In other States serve willout
pay. Have we none fitted for the work who
wil! do so in Indiuna?

Another point objected to in the bill as
read was the views emertainsd in regard
to the State library. It =hould not bhe for-
gotten that the primary intent of this in-
stituticn I8 to furnish a safe and iatelligent
custodian of State papers, documents, re-
ports, government ‘publications and Kindr.d
things valuable to these who need them.
The provinee of a State library is also to
furnish to tha citizens of the State sourves
of information along certain lnes which
the other libraries of the Stale cannot af-
ford to furnish, and concerning which one
source, rightly administered, 15 sutlicient
for the whole State. This, 1 ®ellvve, was
the policy of the recent administration s in
building up the State library.

There was a committee appointed by the
Library Association to confer with the one
from the Indiana U'nion of Literary Clubs,
Teachers’ Association and other assocla-
tions interested In the matter of lNbrary
association. Will it not be well for those
in charge of the proposed bill 10 at least
listen to what others as deeply interested
have to offer on this subject? Unless there
js a united request there will be nothing
done, but it seems hardly falr for one body
ol people 1o coerce others into sllence by a
fear of loging all. The Library Association
passed the following resolution:

“Whereas, The interest= of educalion
have been greatly obstructed by the law
requiring the establishment of a library of
the value of £1000 by donation in communi-
ties outside of cities before the people can
levy a tax on themselves for the main-
tenance of a free public Hbrary; therefore,

“Resolved, That said obstructive law
should be repealed, and that any township
and any incorporated town should be per-
mitted to establish a free public Hbrary
and to maintain the same by taxation.”™

With such laws passed as will remove the
obstructions here referred to, and a library
commission like thuat of Ohlo or Wisconsin
appointed to help the many libraries that
would result from such removal, the mat-
ter might well re=t for the present until
new needs will more fully develop theme-
s‘l;\'oﬁ, c"\ T;\XI‘:\YER.

Indianapolis, Jan. I8,

Hix Explanation.
Chicago Record,

Tenderfoot Dentist.—Why, somebody has
simply drilled your teeth without filling
them'

Pizenwood Pete—That's right, pard

Tenderfooir Dentist—Wh—what wa-—wans
the matter?

Pizenwood Pete—Yer sece, 1T can’t keep
f'um shootin® ever' time a1 nerve’'s teched!

The Thing 10 Do,

Boston Transcript.

Governor Leedy says Kansas has hean “'a
pillar of cloud by day and a pillar of fira
by night.”” What Kansag should do, then,
fg to turn on the hose and walt till the
clouds roll by,

You may get over that
slight cold all right, but it
hasleft its mark on the mem-
branes lining your throat,
You are liableto takeanother
cold and the second one will
hang on longer than the first.
Scott’s Emulsion 1s not an
ordinary cough specific, but
it 1s ““the ounce of preven-
tion.” It builds up the
svstem@checks inflammation
and heals inflamed mem-
branes. “Slight” colds never
bring serious results when it
is promptly ta.kcn.

Book on the subject free.

SCOTT & BOWNE, Chemists, New York.

NATIONAL
Tube Works

Wrought-iron Pipe for Gas,
Steam and Waler.

Roller Tubes, Cast and Malle-
able iron ¥ittings (blaca and
ﬁa?\‘t;m;--.h. Valves, Stop
ocks, Eogine Trimmiang,
Steam Gauges, FPlpe Tougs,
Pips Cutters, Vises, Screw
Flates anl Dies, Wrenches,
Stefun 'l'rlr. Pumps, Kitche
en Sinks, Hows. Belling, Bab.
it Metal Solder White and
Colored Wiping Waste, ang
all other =upplies used in
foanection With Gas. Steain
and Water Nataral Gas
Supplies a specinlty. Steam-
beéating Ajmaratus for Fab-
He Buflilings, Slore-poomha,
Milis, shops, Factories, L aun-
dries, Lumber Dry-Houses
ete. Cat amdl Threwd o -
der any siee \\'ruuj:ht-h
Pipe, from 4% luch 10 13
inches dinmeter.

KRIGHT & JILLSOK,

Waml 11
8. PENNSYLVANIA 5T

Calendars Half Price
THE ALLISON-ENOS CO.,
92 North Meridian Street,
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